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This time last year, we were still at the COVID Orange setting (remember the traffic lights?), Auckland 

was still at Red and we were playing both our codes under vaccine pass and distancing requirements. 

I’m grateful that we can meet again a year later without those restrictions and that we’ve been playing 

for most of the year without having to deal with them.  

Also this time last year, we were saying farewell to Wayne and welcoming Deano Herewini who was 

stepping into the breach as Interim Manager. The first half of the past year has been interesting 

Manager-wise. Deano moved to half-time around about March and we were fortunate that tennis 

member Nick Walker was keen to job-share with Deano. When Deano followed his passion to Waikato 

Rugby full-time, Nick stepped in and took on the role full-time until his professional calling took him 

back to teaching. Following that there was a period without a Manager until Suzie Halliday was 

appointed to the role and took up the position full-time in early September. I’d like to thank Deano 

Herewini and Nick Walker for their valuable contributions to the club during their terms as Manager. 

And I’d like to thank Suzie for all of her contributions since she’s come into the role. You’re a fast 

learner Suzie, you’ve made an impact (a good one!) already and you’ve certainly made my life easier 

these past few months. 

The Manager-free period was a little tough, but the Management Committee really stepped up to take 

up some of the slack and get us through those tricky winter weeks. So heartfelt thanks to Carli, Ange, 

Noel and Richie, and especially to Geoff Hurst who has had to take on what I imagine was substantially 

more than he’d anticipated in the Treasurer role. For me, it was an opportunity to learn a little more 

about the business aspects of the club, so I take heart from that learning experience. 

Early in the year, we completed the re-surfacing of our astro-turf tennis courts with the completion of 

new surfaces on Courts 1 and 2. We successfully raised the funds to pay for those and the bills are all 

paid off. We’ve finally had confirmation from Waipa District Council that they will fund the re-surfacing 

of the public tennis court, and that they will fund us to the amount of the original quote (which had 

been for astro turf) with the additional amount going towards the costs of maintenance. Richie was 

tenacious in chasing them and keeping them to their word. So thanks for your efforts on that Richie.  

I hesitate to use the phrase ‘post-COVID’, but the club has certainly come out of those COVID years as 

strong and healthy as ever. As you’ll hear, our membership numbers continue to grow and the bank 

balance is looking fine, especially now bar takings are starting to increase again. We have strong 

representation in both codes and participation in club competitions remains healthy. We have hosted 

successful events, such as the Waipa Squash Open, the Lavie Race to the ASB event a couple of 

weekends ago, and our annual Christmas Tennis Doubles event this morning. There have been 

successful fund-raising events, such as the quiz that kicked off fund-raising for the new roof and the 

firewood sales that went towards the cost of the new turf for tennis courts 1 and 2.  



 
 
Those events are only successful because of the mahi that squash and tennis committee members and 

club members put in voluntarily to make them a success. This is also a moment to thank Bob, our 

cleaner, whose mahi makes sure that the place is looking clean, tidy and welcoming for our events 

and clean and tidy again afterwards.  

There was a Friday night back in October when the tennis courts were full with the first rounds of 

summer interclub and the squash courts and club house were full with the Squash Club Champs. The 

bar was humming, people were in the kitchen turning out dinner and, although I had a horrible night 

out there on the tennis court, the club felt like a great place to be. And it felt like that, and feels like 

that, because of the members, who are the club and make it what it is. Thank you all for all that you 

contribute. It’s been my privilege to be your Club President this past year – Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou, 

thank you all. 

 

Tracy Bowell 

December 6th 2022 


